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Press conferences in boxing have been around since the 1920s. Serving multiple purposes for the boxing association in ways such as: “a promotional tool and visual event to announce a fight” “build public anticipation” “a way for boxers to drive sales while displaying their boxing personas”. With these in mind there are moments that are often referenced from the “Golden Age of Heavyweight Boxing.” Changing the way these press conferences were looked at by the public and media alike in the 1960 to 1970 time period. With well known Boxers of the time taking advantage of the opportunity exampling: George Foreman, Sonny Liston, Don King, and Muhammed Ali. Promoting legendary bouts from the era, with bout titles such as: “Fight of the Century” (1971), “Rumble in the Jungle” (1974), “Ali Vs. Liston II” (1965). During my analysis I want to keep the interest in mind of seeing how boxers use these press conferences to display themselves and promote their fights to earn revenue. I have decided to choose the video recorded speech from the live broadcasting of the press conference promoting the boxing fight “Rumble in the Jungle” (1974) Ali Vs Foreman, Ali’s speech publicly named as “I’ll Show You How Great I Am” for my rhetorical analysis. The typical behavior of boxers during these press conferences can be difficult to analyze due to the boxer’s typical subconscious goal for you to favor them more over their opponent. With this speech given by Ali during this press conference I analyze his overall message to the listeners, his tone, and ability to utilize pathos, ethos, and logos in his verbiage. As he displays his attempts to promote his fight, build audience anticipation and show off his boxing persona while boosting his revenue. But in addition, Ali wants to convey his greatness and value for boxing to the target audience. Achieving this through tonal shifts in his movements and verbiage.

 When listening to this speech you can see from an outside perspective that Ali was attempting to promote the fight by not directly mentioning his bout, but first instead Ali uses purposeful tone and verbiage to grab the attention of the audience. While most boxers would belittle their opponent to make that said opponent seem smaller than themselves, I credit Ali on how he takes a different stance on this by retelling his past as boxer rather than insulting his opponent. Saying “It is befitting that I leave the game just like I came in, beating a big bad monster who knocks out everybody and no one can whoop him, that’s when that Cassius Clay from Louisville KY came up and stopped Sonny Liston, the man who annihilated Floyd Patterson Twice, he was going to KILL ME!” in this quote Ali is telling the story of before he was Muhammed Ali and still was addressed by his birth name Cassius Marcellus Clay Jr and how he boxed the Heavy Weight Champion at the time Sonny Liston and defeated him. It’s clear that Ali is using this introduction to make the listeners question. What is he talking about? What is he saying? Having the audience go quiet in the video as you can see, they focus on the speech. Ali used emphasis when he said, “he was going to KILL ME!” to shock the listener and keep their attention and purposely changing the tone to more serious and threatening than before. Ali goes on to say, “but he hit harder than George, his reach was longer than George, he’s a better boxer than George and I’m better now than I was when you saw that twenty-two-year-old undeveloped kid running from Sonny Liston. I am experienced now, professional”. Ali continues to list events he’s been through in his career, mentioning that he’s broken his jaw and how he had been knocked down a few times. Ali is using logos here to logically appeal to the audience as he holds their attention, that he has “paid his dues” and that he’s already been the heavy weight champion. Not directly belittling his opponent to seem smaller than him but calculating the correct verbiage to use to show the audience Ali himself is not a new boxer but an experienced boxer.
Changing the subject, Ali who is known for his love of poetry as he speaks of during his interview with Nikki Giovanni broadcasted by PBS on the tv series “SOUL!” (1971) about how his rhythm and rhymes are a story telling tool and a weapon for him, proving that Ali is known for his intended setup when speaking, and how he used that same setup formula to add to his speech. Ali uses pathos or also considered emotional thinking in these rhymes and rhythms to lighten the mood in attempting to make the audience laugh and joke with him, to build a relationship between him and them. Ali says several lines such as: “I’m bad, I’ve been chopping down trees I did something new for this fight”, “I wrestled with an alligator” causing the audience to break their silence and laugh in the video. Ali continuing to say, “I done tussled with whale”, “I done handcuffed lightning, I threw thunder in jail”. These are rhythms and rhymes with not only the intention of making the audience laugh, but also a way that Ali can continue this pathos way of thinking to promote himself. Not directly comparing himself to George Foreman his opponent, but boasting his abilities, with double meanings as he is trying to say he is stronger, faster, more powerful, and more strategic than he used to be. His way of speaking is intentional, and he is trying to make the audience ask questions. Can Ali punch harder than Foreman? Can Foreman punch harder than Ali? Who is faster? Who is more strategic? Ali uses this to cause debates among listeners and the audience on who they think will win between the two boxers.

The press conference continues in the video as George Foreman banters with Muhammed Ali, causing the audience to laugh more towards Ali rather than with him. Bringing light to questions thought, can Ali beat Foreman? Has Ali lost it after all this time? Ali in this moment does not faulter or differ from his original message when this happens, but instead takes this opportunity to use ethos to boost his credibility and regaining the audiences attention by continuing his speech by saying “only last week I murdered a rock, injured a stone, hospitalized a brick” the audience is notably quiet again as he speaks and Ali shifted his tone to demand their attention. Foreman goes on to pick again and make the audience laugh and Ali then goes to make the audience laugh himself loudly saying “fast, fast, fast, last night I cut the light off in my bedroom, hit the switch, was in the bed before the room was dark”. In the speech after you can see Ali has regained his  attention by reusing logos and pathos, he finishes out with another ethos based statement to boost himself yelling “you George Foreman and all of you chumps are going to bow when I whoop him, all of you I know you got him, I know you got him picked but the mans in trouble, I’m going to show you how great I am.” Ali uses a threatening tone at the end of his speech towards George Foreman specifically with intentions to show George Foreman and the Audience Ali has been doubted before and has been the underdog and still won in the past. 

I like how Ali does not take the normal expected outburst that most boxers do to intimate their opponent and trick the audience into thinking they are a dangerous person and cannot lose. He directly points out a fact in his career he has already proven himself. Allowing the audience to debate and choose for themselves on who the greater boxer is and asking more questions allowing the audience to judge the boxers based on ability and skill rather than just falsely imagined one of the boxers naturally weaker than the other. All the while using preplanned verbiage to portray himself to the audience subconsciously that he is a great boxer. Ali from the beginning of the speech intentionally sets-up the ending of the speech by first telling the audience the great things he done and the great things he is capable of, moving on at the end to when he directly tells George Foreman and the Audience “I’ll show you how great I am”. Going from telling the audience and Foreman how great he is, to showing the audience how great he is when he goes on to defeat Foreman in an 8th round knock out to once again regain his heavyweight title.

In my final thoughts I want to summarize that in this speech Ali instead of directly convincing the audience that he is the better boxer through insults and constant threats, he is taking the path to intently setup himself for a strong finish he hopes naturally makes the audience think he is better than his Opponent. Starting Ali’s speech, speaking on the great things he has done using logos to show he has been through similar situations before under harder conditions, to lightheartedly using pathos to emotionally connect the new great things he is doing now. Finally, to the end where the setup pays off now using ethos as credibility is now boosted after intimidating the audience that he will show them how great he is. Overall, during my analysis of the speech “I’ll Show You How Great I Am” (Ali 1974) I conclude that Ali was not attempting to say he is greater than his opponent but that he is still great himself and to not doubt him or underestimate him.
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